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Beginning on Ash Wednesday,
February 17,
Lent is a season of reflection and
preparation before the celebration of
Easter. By observing the 40 days of
Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ’s
sacrifice and withdrawal into the
desert for 40 days.
We are providing two different Lenten
devotionals to encourage you during
this time of reflection.

Lent

is an updated version of a previous
devotion we created in house. It uses
brief scriptural readings that highlight
different facets of Jesus’ life and death.

Because of Jesus

By Gather & Grow Ministries
is a family devotional which uses 5 easy steps
to create an outline which you can use at the
dinner table, in the car or at bedtime.
P– prepare your heart (put away distractions, pray)
L– learn from the Word (read the Bible verse)
A–ask questions (discuss the verse & faith concept together)
N–name the truth (discover the truth & take away)
T–take action (think of ways to put truth into action)





Seven weekly devotions that include questions
and study for the whole family.
Ideas for how to add to your faith walk to make it
stronger.
Ideas of what to subtract from your life to make
your preparation for Easter deeper.
Scripture boxes for kids to color and/or
laminate for bookmarks/magnets.

If you are not currently attending worship, we would be happy to
place either of the devotionals in the mail.

Supporting our Simpsonville Police:
As a habit when I'm driving around I listen to the FamilyLife Today podcast. I was
struck by the Holy Spirit when I heard these words on the show: "For the little girl
or the little boy, or the abused wife who may be crying for an angel today, we
have to invest in cops; because who better to send into broken situations than
men and women, who’ve been changed by the love of the living God?—that’s my
passion. When you talk about reaching cops for Him, that’s why; because it’s not
just cops we’re touching. We’re dispatching them into every community across
the nation, and it can create a sweeping move of God’s presence and change
across a country that’s dying.” (Adam Davis, former police officer and author)

Meadow Ridge
Blessings Box
The blessings box at Meadow
Ridge is used every day of
the week.
Donation requests: cereal, oatmeal, cereal bars
and PopTarts, canned meats, spaghetti and
spaghetti sauce, dried black beans, soup mixes,
white rice, sugar, flour, corn meal, toilet paper,
paper towels, dish liquid, tuna helper-type
products, vegetable oil, canned fruit and
vegetables, bags of apples/potatoes. Cereal
and canned fruit are high priority items.
Donations of food can be dropped off at the
church office or placed directly in the box.
Monetary donations can be taken to the church
office.

In order for police officers to have the greatest impact when engaged with our
community, they themselves need to be impacted. This impact comes from a
vertical relationship with God.
Serving in a marriage ministry, Mandy and I have seen how many who won't
accept help in their relationship with God and their marriage. Bob Lepine calls
marriage the Trojan horse for the gospel.
With all the turmoil and social unrest in our nation, giving a
marriage devotional to all the police officers in Simpsonville
would be a great way to share God's love. The church
mission team bought the devotional. Several individuals
committed to write a letter thanking them for their service
and committing to pray for them and their family by name.
Ryan Gossom

The Gospel to Every Home is a cooperative initiative to mobilize Kentucky Baptists in
prayerfully delivering a set of gospel resources to each of the 1.7+ million homes in the
Commonwealth. Ultimately, the goal is for every Kentuckian to have multiple opportunities to hear and respond to the Good News of Jesus Christ. SBC will deliver to the city of
Simpsonville and a perimeter of 4-5 miles sometime before Easter. WE WILL DEFINITELY
NEED YOUR HELP! Stay tuned for more information to come.
Community ministry is not about writing a check or handing out money. But it is about meeting people where they are in their daily
lives...establishing a relationship. When we see the need and are prompted to serve and it is in His will, He will provide the people
and resources and talents, but we have to have eyes that see and hands that help and feet that go and hearts that are willing. Only
then can we be in a position to share what Jesus has done for us and why we live and serve in this way.
He and his wife have an 11 year old daughter, 7 year old son, twin boys just 18 months old and a 12 year old stepdaughter who
comes to visit every other weekend. But they didn't have a car. Mom stays in the apartment with the children being schooled at
home due to Covid and dad works in a local business so he can walk to work. They've made bad choices in the past and can barely
afford what it takes to survive, so a car is not in the budget.
Those of us who have known the family through community ministry have counseled with them, prayed with them, bought groceries, baby formula and diapers when there wasn't enough left at the end of the month and just encouraged them, balancing hard
truth and loving grace in equal portions. And this can be hard and heart wrenching and you can get caught up with trying to fix it
yourself, but this is where you pray and listen to the Holy Spirit, then trust Him and be obedient when prompted.
And just like that, someone walks up to you from our church family and says, "I have had a good year and I'd like to help someone in
need; let me know what I can do." And then you get a text about a friend from church who has for sale a 7 passenger van. The price
is right, the vehicle is well maintained and just what the young family needs. Plus, they just got a stimulus check and will have skin
in the game. But before the deal is done there are obstacles to hurdle from past bad decisions.
Without going into detail, just know this...the county clerk's office and the PVA staff unraveled the tangled web from the past (and
noted how they were more than pleased to help Simpsonville Baptist Church with community ministry) then with the help of our
generous church family a means of reliable transportation was provided for our young family, along with brand new car seats and
booster seats for the little ones and insurance paid for the first year. Now they can drive to doctor's appointments, and go to the
grocery and perhaps get a better paying job now that dad has a way to get to work.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
International Missionaries
CHURCH GOAL: $3,500
GIVING TO DATE: $3,965

Being missional

We are excite to announce that our mission team is
matching your giving! Total giving is $7,930.
Pen Pal Ministry
We are working with Ultimate Wings to create a Pen Pal Ministry between the children at Mijomboni School in Africa and our kids
and teens. If you or your child would like to have a pen pal and write and receive physical letters, please contact Angie in the
church office. Letters would be sent to the school in care of their teacher who will assist them with reading and writing their own
letters.

Allan Ruwa

Julius Mrana

Abed Fondo

Allan Kahindi

Amos Ngari

Dorcas Maua Amani Mwaringa Pendo Safari

Our goal is to find at least one pen pal for each student. Benefits
of being pen pals include learning about life in another country,
developing patience and delayed gratification while you wait for
letters, increased compassion and understanding, developing
social skills, and curiosity. Sharing and swapping stories about
faith and life will be an encouragement and learning experience
for both parties. If you are interested, please contact Angie in the
church office so we can make sure each child has a pen pal.

Pendo Wanje

Sharon Charo Nahema Wanje Miriam Wanje

Letters can be sent to:
Child’s Name
C/O Ms. Jackie Pendo
PO box 11--80202 Watamu , Kilifi North, Kilifi Africa

Mijomboni Rescue Center
In previous newsletters we have shared about the conditions of several of the orphans in Mijomboni. They are so bad that
Nathan Osiemo (Ultimate Wings) has decided to build a rescue center/orphanage that would house 20 boys and girls and include washrooms and a small administrative office. The estimated cost of the building is $10,000. The building would be built
across the street from a school. We are in beginning stages of discussing how SBC can help with this project and have a meeting
scheduled on Tuesday, January 26 at 11am for those interested in supporting it.
Nathan recently described some of what he is seeing first hand, “ Due to the life facts that most children in Kilifi county undergo
various forms of cruel abuses from either their biological parents or other different people even guardians. We, at Ultimate
Wings, feel the burden of rescuing such by giving them shelter. By so doing, we could fulfill God’s call in Isaiah ‘who shall I send
to my people.’ Poverty is changing people from being human to being beasts. Children are brought into this world by both parents but when poverty bites hard the innocent angels become the objects of wrath.”

Donations needed to help the homeless in Louisville:








Sterno canned fuel ***
Flashlights with batteries
Tents and sleeping bags
Wet wipes ***
Warm socks for both men and women
Blankets
Coats
*** denotes most needed
Donations can be taken to the office.
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SBC Marriage Minute
Improving your communication
1 Understand that you and your spouse probably have two completely
different communication styles.
I tend to think everything out loud and will likely share my feelings on every
topic. My husband prefers a simpler, get-to-the-point approach, and long,
drawn-out conversations are not his cup of tea. These differences can be a
source of strife if we refuse to respect each other’s differences.

2 Talk to your spouse rather than at him/her.
Tone matters. No one likes to feel they are being lectured to, especially not
your spouse. Are you using the same tone you use when telling your kids to
clean their rooms? If so, expect your spouse to shut you out. Proverbs 18:21
gives us a sharp warning on this, “Death and life are in the power of the
tongue, and those who love it will eat it’s fruit.”

3 Don’t let your emotions rule the conversation.
Beware of emotionally charged words. I’m not saying you shouldn’t tell your
spouse how you feel. Just understand that your emotions on a particular issue
might not be theirs. Bringing anger to the conversation will likely cause your
spouse to tune you out or react defensively. Ephesians 4:29 offers another
important reminder on the power of word choice- “let no corrupting talk
come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”

4 Choose a time when you can talk each day.
One of the best tidbits of marriage advice we’ve received is to always make
time to catch up with each other. This is also the one we’ve struggled to
apply the most. Kids, work, and other schedule demands (not to mention just
being exhausted at the end of the day) can make it hard to set aside a daily
time to talk without interruptions. But the benefits on this one far outweigh
the struggle of carving an extra 20 minutes into your day.
Communication 101 2020 by Family Life.

February Birthdays
1
2
3
5
7
8
10
11
12
13
14
16
19
21
24
25
28

Sarah Chaan
Jesse McEldowney
Molly Hefner, Anita Hoops,
Susan Watkins
Evan Boswell
Summer Gossom
Chris Kriel, Sadie Martens
Hope Hawes, John Miller, Jill Sowder
Brent White
Tristan Kriel, Haylee Renfro,
Gabe Tindall
Larry Baker, Tammy Baker,
Myssi Corn, Jack Trumbo
Jay Branstetter
Jonah Pack
Doug Shelburne
Sylvie Hinton, Jeff Logue, Lana Sageser
Maranda Hungarland
Dale Kramer
Rayann Jacobs

Staying connected to friends, family, and small groups
has never been easier. Watch content together on
RightNow Media with our new groups feature. One
person can play, pause, and rewind videos for the
entire group. Everyone can use the chat window as the
video plays. Use the groups feature to learn, encourage
one another, and grow in your faith.
New Feature: See your whole group and discuss the series
with the new built-in video chat function!

Weary travelers. You’ve seen them — everything they own
crammed into their luggage. Staggering through terminals and
hotel lobbies with overstuffed suitcases, trunks, duffels, and
backpacks.
Backs ache. Feet burn. Eyelids droop.
We’ve all seen people like that.
At times, we are people like that — if not with our physical luggage, then at least with our spiritual load.
We all lug loads we were never intended to carry. Fear. Worry.
Discontent. No wonder we get so weary. We’re worn out from
carrying that excess baggage. Wouldn’t it be nice to lose some
of those bags?
That’s the invitation of Max Lucado. With the Twenty-third
Psalm as our guide, let’s release some of the burdens we were
never intended to bear.
Using these verses as a guide, Max Lucado walks us through a
helpful inventory of our burdens. May God use this Psalm to
remind you to release the burdens you were never meant to bear.
This series contains 18 twenty-seven minute videos.
Parents of preteens intuitively
know that no matter how good
their kids are, there is
turbulence ahead. Many feel
lost and unprepared as they
watch the damaging effects of
culture collide with their child's growing pains and raging
hormones.
For the past 35 years Mark Gregston has lived and
worked with struggling teens and knows what it takes to
reach them. He says, "A parent's success has little to do
with either the validity of their words or their intent as
messengers; it's more about how they approach their
child and engage with them."
Foundational and practical, Tough Guys and Drama
Queens answers the questions that parents are asking,
helping them become the parents their children need
them to be.

Very rarely in the Bible does God command someone to
“stay.” He opens a door, and then he invites us to walk
through it—into the unknown. And how we choose to respond will ultimately determine the lives we will lead and
the people we will become.
In this six-session video curriculum, bestselling author
John Ortberg opens our eyes to the countless open doors
God places before us every day, teaches us how to recognize them, and gives us the encouragement to step out in
faith and embrace all of the extraordinary opportunities
that await.

By Joshua Grauman
For those of you reading through the Bible in a year, this
course will help to answer any questions that come up as
you study. A free study guide is included! It will give you a
good foundation for understanding the rest of the Bible. It
also explains the world we live in, the God who made it, and
his reasons for making us and placing us on this earth. The
course will help you understand the storyline of the book of
Genesis, alert you to key themes in the book, and prepare
you for a lifetime of study in this rich book.
Includes 16 five-minute videos.
Follow Benjamin Cello, a
winsome country gentleman, as
he leads his friends on song-filled
adventures through the Land of
the Baptized Imagination.
Whether it's dancing in the artfull beauty of Pennywhistle Park,
hearing the hallelujah hoedowns
of the Big Ol' Barn, or reading
deeply in the mysterious and
elevated Book Endless Book Tower, The Wonderful World of Benjamin
Cello will captivate your children with the beauty and purity of a
God-breathed imagination!

Saturday,
February 20
10am

Thursday, February 4
6:30pm
We have a maximum of 16 who
can play. Please sign up in
the foyer of the FLC or call
the church office.

Destination to be
determined.

Masks must be worn
during play.

Contact Maureen at
502-655-0266.

March 5-6
Held at Shelby Christian Church
This conference will feature popular teacher Jennifer Rothschild, actress Lisa Welchel, and
several other well-known speakers throughout the weekend. For more information or to
purchase tickets, please go to www.freshgroundedfaith.com.
I am excited to see what God is going to do this year. Even though our world is in turmoil, God is still in control. I believe He is
calling all of us to press deeper into Him, because He is our only true source of hope and peace. I am praying the we will
experience Him in new and fresh ways this year.
Maureen Bland

We are pleased to announce a new Women’s Sunday
School class beginning on Sunday, February 7 at 11am.
The class will be led by
Linda Otterback and
will meet in Room 206.
We will begin with the study of 1 John.
Bring your Bibles!
Sunday School Classes Currently Meeting On Campus
Vineyard
Quest
Barnabas
SALT
T4L
Multiply

8:30am Facilitated by Rick Taylor
11am
Facilitated by Cindy Childers
11am
Facilitated by Denis Tocci
11am
Facilitated by Matt Moore & Troy Fulkerson
11am
Facilitated by Mike Moore
11am
Facilitated by Larry Miller and Ryan Gossom

Meets in the Fellowship Hall
Meets in Room 202
Meets in Room 203
Meets in Room 205
Meets in Room 201.
Meets in Security Office

Worship Directory Picture Update
Request
Daniel & Micalah Gadwaw recently sent
updated family photos and we would like you to do
the same. Many of our family pictures on CCB are
sorely in need of updating.
If you college student is sitting on your lap in our current directory, we need an update!
Please send photos to angie@simpsonvillebaptist.com.

Prayer Group
Meets every Wednesday at
10am to pray for our
community, family and friends.

Red cross blood drive
Tuesday, march 30
1-6pm
Sign up at redcrossblood.org

HOW CAN CAREPORTAL
CONNECT YOU?

Introducing….

In every community, there are children and families at a point of crisis,
who need help. In those same communities, there are churches and
people who care and want to take action. But what they need is a
connection point. CarePortal exists to help you make that connection.
The SBC CarePortal will be led by Amy Griggs. When there is a need in
the community or church (example: a house fire) Amy will post the
needs resulting from the event on the Care Portal site. If you are part of
the CarePortal Community, you will receive an email listing the needs
and ways those needs can be met. You can either choose to help or
delete the email. Requests for help will be anonymous.

The SBC CarePortal truly is a hands on ministry and hopefully an
opportunity to share the gospel and develop relationships in the
community.
Please contact Amy Griggs at cp@simpsonvillebaptist.com if you would like to be a part of our CarePortal community.

MASTER PLAN INTIATIVE TEAM UPDATE
With our 3-year Immeasurably More Capital Campaign coming to an end this March 2021, we wanted to give the congregation an update on our building plans.
Obviously, COVID has changed everything and we would not be good stewards without adjusting / revising our Immeasurably More Implementation Plan from the impact this pandemic has had on our church and community.
The Building Team has continued to work with our Contractor (Lichtefeld) to modify our original building plans and its
implementation timeline.
We are waiting on final cost quotations, but we will recommend to the church very soon that a ‘STAGED’ implementation
plan be adopted that will incorporate a First Phase construction stage with NO DEBT. We are currently finalizing the size and
scope of this first phase and its projected start date.
Our goal is to minimize any financial risk on our church and to build appropriate facility space that meets the priority
needs of our church and our congregation. As soon as these modifications to the original plan are finalized, we will bring to the
church a recommendation as we ‘move forward together’.
Lowell Ashby, Master Plan Team Leader

Children’s Church Teachers
We would like to form a rotating team of Children’s Church teachers. Please contact
Kevin at kevin@simpsonvillebaptist.com to volunteer.

Worship Cleaning Team
Our worship area is sprayed after worship each week. This process takes no more than
10 minutes immediately following worship. We are seeking three people to join this
team. Contact Angie in the church office at 722-5246.
The Feed my Sheep ministry got off to a great start this year. We had a
nice donation from Kentucky Harvest and were able to immediately serve
46 families with food boxes.
Beginning Tuesday, February 9
We will cook, plate, and deliver meals the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Our goal is to have the meals ready to go out the door at 5pm.
Menu: Chicken Spaghetti with green beans and fruit.
If you would like to be added to our Feed the Sheep team, please contact
Angie in the church office at 722-5246 ext.106.

Holy Land Tour
October 26-November 5
Currently the cost for airfare and tour is approximately $3400.00 per person.
If we can get at least six to go, we can receive an additional discount.
Price Includes: 4 star lodging, expert Biblical guides, admissions, sightseeing, buffet breakfast and dinner daily, 1 lunch.
Tour stops include: Megiddo, Nazareth, Caesarea, Capernaum, Sea of Galilee boat ride, Caesarea Philippi, Dan, Magdala, Masada,
Ein Gedi, Qumran Caves (Dead Sea Scrolls), Jerusalem, House of Caiaphas, Garden Tomb, camel rides, authentic Patriarchs presentation with authentic food, Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum, Israel Museum and many more sites.

RSVP to Bob Perkins at 297-1158 or rop8153@gmail.com by January 31.

Simpsonville Baptist Church
PO Box 56
Simpsonville KY 40067

