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Life in the Kingdom by Steve Boyd
We are utilizing a revised ministry and budget vision that is being
designed for the specific context of the Coronavirus. We have
been working from this vision for five weeks now.
Our ministry vision:
1. Provide individual opportunities and tools for our faith family
to serve and love.
2. Represent the Kingdom by preparation, assembly, and distribution of food to our greater community/county.
3. Partner with churches, community ministries, institutions, and businesses in serving our
community/county.
4. Provide worship, devotional, and Bible study opportunities for the church/community.
5. Encourage and plan for faith family to care/provide for one another, neighbors, and friends.
6. Provide benevolence/assistance to needs within our faith family and community/county.
7. Encourage faith family to pray and to grow through use of virtual small discipleship groups
and RightNow media.
8. Provide consistent communication through ENews, Prayer Wall, phone, email, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Church Community Builder (CCB), and electronic and mailed monthly newsletter.
Food Ministry Distribution: (ways you can serve)
• Donate food weekly to Blessing Boxes at Meadowridge and Veechdale apartments.
• Provide large pot of soup at the frequency you are able for those without any/much family support.
Church will supply delivery containers.
• Deliver food boxes to homes.
• Take a food box to a food insecure family that you know. (We will provide the food).
Ways to reach out to others with the gospel:
• Invite friends to Live Streaming Worship through your Facebook interactions.
• Begin your own electronic discipleship group.
• Utilize the Care Card to meet and communicate with neighbors you don’t yet know.
• Pray/seek opportunity to know, serve and love your neighbors.
The Coronavirus pandemic is a test for all of us and our church. We are the church wherever we are! How are
you being the church where you are? How are you worshipping, growing, and serving? One of our young
ladies is sending a card of encouragement every day. One of our deacons has been delivering food to
neighbors on the road on which he lives. Let’s see what each of us can do to strengthen our faith journey by committing to the spiritual disciplines of Bible intake and serving.

Corporate Worship Update

We truly miss being with you for worship and discipleship
each Sunday. We are praying for God’s guidance and we
are listening to the recommendations of healthcare experts,
government officials, and our local school system.
We will continue to monitor the Covid-10 status but as
for now, we will plan on cancelling corporate worship
and all Face to Face meetings on campus through
Sunday, May 31.
We will continue to worship through Live Streaming each
Sunday at 9:45am.

New Sermon Series begins May 10
Given by Kevin Barnette.
We will be walking through the book of Philippians and the
doctrine of Sanctification.

Ultimate Wings Update

The new house in Gede now has its roof finished! I love how it looks with
this huge mango tree as a backdrop. Just in time, for the rains began within
a few days after the last of the iron roofing sheets were installed. Work has
ceased for a much-needed break. Nathan has been working on this project
for two full months. All the wood used in the roof came from Eucalyptus logs
purchased locally and custom cut into lumber by a local man and his chainsaw. This saved us quite a bit of money over the expensive local lumberyard
supply. Sadly, Kenya has now quarantined Kilifi County, along with Nairobi
and Mombasa. This means Nathan cannot return home to his family in Soy
until the quarantine is lifted. However he is in good spirits and we are
making sure his family is provided for during this quarantine. The seasonal rains have also just begun, which
is a blessing for our fruit crops and for a county which has experienced devastating droughts in recent years.
I asked Nathan to comment on the effects of the Coronavirus in Kenya, and he wrote the following:
“Here, life goes on as in previous times. The police have
been deployed to force them to observe the hand
washing and curfew hours between seven in the evening
and five in the morning. At first when the Deputy Governor of Kilifi was said to be a carrier of the virus, for the
next few days there were few people on the roads,
meaning they believed and became afraid. Major stores
were closed, meaning no access to the essential goods
like food. Those who did open hiked their prices, with the
excuse that the commodities are scarce. Gede village
has never been afraid of diseases: initially, HIV/AIDS
was regarded as just another common cold. With the
advent of Corona, nothing has changed! Most building
sites have been ordered to close their operations, but
the job seekers are not convinced that Corona is the
reason behind it.
Since most social services have also closed, including
schools, one can spot the students in the streets. The police have to contain the situation. Where there are
both economic and social disparities, people tend not care or believe in the effects of such deadly diseases.
In the hospitals, the first thing they test is the presence of the virus. In Kenya, this is against one’s basic
human rights in the constitution but now the government has said, ‘How can one convince an empty stomach
that Corona kills if there is no food supply?’ This is the situation in Gede. Church gatherings are prohibited
but at their convenience the Church services are conducted every Sunday. A village with no law to hinder
them. In Gede, it is a cat and mouse game between the police and the worshippers, but Church service is
always on. It seems the police have at last found a crime they consider worth pursuing with vigor! At other
times it has been noticed that the police have other priorities and only a limited interest in pursuing crime.”
The picture show what innovative Kenyans have made to help with social distancing!
Submitted by Steve Kovaka.

Please send your congratulations to our High School seniors who would be graduating this month!
Jany Chhan
1404 Maple Ridge Ct Simpsonville 40067
Kaden Dugle 9065 Charleston Way Shelbyville 40065
Hallie Elmore 203 Sycamore Hills Louisville 40245
Macey Gowin 797 Bagdad Rd Shelbyville 40065
Sarah Garner 201 Champion Way Simpsonville 40067
Natalie Ferguson 180 Lincoln Station Simpsonville 40067
Alex Jacobs 4773 Todds Point Rd Simpsonville 40067
Lucas Owens 2016 Osprey Cove Shelbyville 40065
Nicholas Pecora 478 Mahuron Lane Shelbyville 40065
Maddox Porter 2783 Brassfield Circle Shelbyville 40065

Isaac Porter 2783 =Brassfield Circle Shelbyville 40065
Luke Scott 123 Lincoln Station Simpsonville 40067
Keegan Tingle 1020 Windsor Dr Shelbyville 40065

"And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

Thursday Night Men's Golf League 2020
Hi, Men...... Just wanted everyone to know that I have set up our
Thursday night Men's Golf League at Weissinger for every other
Thursday night (except July 2) beginning on May 7.
The dates reserved are Thursdays: May 7, 21, June 4, 18
(skip July 2, right before the 4th of July weekend), then
July 16, 30, August 13 and 27.
It will be a little different this year with the social distancing requirements... one person per cart, no touching the flag pins, etc.,
but also no shotgun starts. That means we'll need to fill tee times I've set for every 17 minutes starting at 5:30pm this year.
Anticipating 3 or 4 foursomes, that 'roughly' has us teeing off at 5:30, 5:45, 6:00 and 6:15 if we have up to 16 players.
Obviously, we have to keep at least 6 feet apart with no congregating in groups, so it will be a somewhat a first-come first-serve
tee off in groups of four.. I hope you can join us for the fellowship, but I need to hear from everyone who plans to play. Please
send me a message using my cell number or email address listed below. Please include your name, phone number and email
address in case I don't have you in my contacts already.
Lowell Ashby 502-777-2540 lowellashby9@gmail.com

A few notes from our community and family…
“Thank you for the devotions and the live-streamed services. We miss you all!”
—The Jesse Family
“Thank you for the delicious chicken and box of groceries! SBC is a loving, thoughtful
and caring church. —Mary Drury
The family of Kent Boyd sincerely thanks you for your prayers, funeral visitation, funeral presence, cards, flowers,
food, gifts of Gideons Bibles, and donations to the Worship Center fund. Your love and care are greatly appreciated.
With love, Steve, Marshall, Frankie Jewell, and Susan

Directory Update: Don & Mary Rudicel 27426 Magnolia Falls San Antonio, Texas 78261
Coronavirus Benevolence Fund
We have had individuals request a specific fund for coronavirus and have given offerings specifically for assistance for the
needy. As with all our offerings, you can use mail at P.O. Box 56, Simpsonville, 40067. You can also go to
www.simpsonvillebaptist.com and use easyTithe electronic giving. You can mark your check or electronic gift with
Coronavirus Fund. Funds will be used to provide meals and food for those who are food insecure.

May Birthdays
1
2
3
5
6
8
9
12
14
17

Evelyn Clark
Julie Elmore, Rian Whitehouse
Brian Hebdige
Sarah Bolin
Kelland Garland
Connie Curry
Jack Stewart
Wendall Casey, Walter Herd
Larry Miller
Abbey Gowin

19
21
22
23
24

Patti Tocci, Taylor Webb, Jordan Webb
Lisa Cook, Tucker Gossom, Kathy Nickel
Renea Sageser
Denise Noe
Tracey Brink, Leslie Corley, Kennedy Harkey,
Rachel Tucker
26 Lora Evans, Steve Eden
27 Jamie Martens
29 Billy Elmore, Addison Garland, Titus Riner
30 John White
31 Madison Thomas
Contact the church office if you don’t see your birthday
listed.

Meadowridge Garden Mike and Debbie Willman will be hosting the Meadowridge Commu-

nity Kids Garden once the virus restrictions have been lifted. In the
mean time it would be a great help to have extra vegetable starts of
zucchini, tomatoes, cucumbers, red & green peppers, and squash.
Contact Mike or Debbie at 777 -9852.

Plants can be dropped off at the church. Call the church office
722-5246 to let us know when your are coming.

MAY
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

1 Chron 22-25
1 Chron 26-29
2 Chron 1-3
2 Chron 4-6
2 Chron 7-9
2 Chron 10-12
2 Chron 13-15
2 Chron 16-18
2 Chron 19-21
2 Chron 22-24
2 Chron 25-27
2 Chron 28-30
2 Chron 31-33

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

2 Chron 34-36
Ezra 1-3
Ezra 4-6
Ezra 7-10
Neh 1-3
Nehemiah 4-6
Nehemiah 5-7
Neh. 10-13
Esther 1-3
Esther 4-6
Esther 7-10
Job 1-3
Job 4-6

27 Job 7-9
28 Jon 10-12
29 Job 13-15
30 Job 16-18
31 Job 19-21

Soup Brigade Interest

We anticipate beginning making and delivering soup in the next couple of weeks
when the Coronavirus hits peak in Kentucky. We have 15 women and men willing to
make soup. We envision each family providing a large pot of soup at the frequency
you are able. The church will provide delivery containers for the soup. You can
deliver the soup to families we recommend; you can bring the soup to the church for
someone else to deliver the soup; We are committed to safe distancing and PPE
protection. Contact steve@simpsonvillebaptist.com to serve or for questions.

Ecuador
Our Equador mission trip was postponed due to the recent
Coronavirus. But we are excited to say that ministry in
Ecuador continued! Some of the monies raised for the trip
were sent ahead to provide for the needs of Digna’s
community. Several elderly ladies living in rural areas had
no transportation to purchase food. Digna’s brother
German drove to town, purchased in bulk and repackaged
and delivered groceries
to about 20 seniors.
The effects of the virus
helped us to pave the
way for when we are
able to go, and the
locals are seeing that
Americans really do
care for them!

Community Collaboration- DID YOU KNOW?
We had a donation come in of 125 refrigerated meals that needed to be distributed pretty quickly. I had,
just a few days before, put together a Facebook group "Helping Families" that focuses on people in
Simpsonville helping people in Simpsonville. I was able to reach out to this group to see if any could help
distribute meals on Sunday, April 19 at noon. I had a great response: 20-25 people came out and we were
able to get 125 meals and 10 food boxes distributed in the Simpsonville area in about an hour! Some areas
that we hit were Montclair, Chambers Lane, 3rd Street, the older sections of Simpsonville, Meadowridge and
Veechdale Apartments.
Jill Sowder, Mission

Bob Goff has inspired millions to dream big and make life more awesome. He is driven by a
desire to help others unlock their potential to love and be loved greater. What goals and dreams
have you been putting off out of fear or the thought that you can't do it, that it's too hard?
Chances are, Bob could talk you out of those thoughts and send you charging into your next
adventure. This devotional is taken from his new book, Live in Grace, Walk in Love.

Hope is Better Than Anything Uncertainty Puts in Front of Us.
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
1 Peter 1: 3-4
I have been with plenty of friends when they received a devastating diagnosis. I’ve learned
there’s nothing you can say to someone who just learned they have one year to live. There is no pep talk for someone who’s
just been told they’ll likely never get out of a wheelchair. Sometimes the only appropriate response is to grab a hand and cry.
I’ve also lived long enough to watch these friends stare into the face of uncertainty and choose hope. They’ve chosen to say,
“Sure, the odds are against me, but God is not.” They’ve chosen to hope for an extra decade with their families or to imagine
one more walk by the ocean. Why? Because choosing the way of hope is far better than anything uncertainty puts in front
of us.
We might not have faced anything as devastating as these things, but we’ve all faced the choice between hope and fear.
Whether it’s questions about what exactly will happen when we pass away or uncertainty about whether we’ll find in our lives
down the road, we’ve had to face the unknown. But when we stand at this intersection , fear tries to shrivel our hearts and
shrink us down. Hope is the opposite, though-it swells our hearts and makes us expand. Hope restores life fear tries to steal.
Yesterday already happened and tomorrow isn’t here yet. We only have today. We’ve got people to encourage and another
huge invitation to a life of whimsy. We can either wring our hands about what we don’t know, allowing fear to take over the
moment , or we can choose hope and let love reign. The path is yours and mine to choose every day.
What will it be for you today?

Hello Church Family,

I'm writing to you from a very quiet building as there are no children or staff here at Adventure Club... What a strange feeling to walk into the building and to not hear the laughter of
children, teachers conversing with parents and co-workers, no yummy smells coming from
the kitchen. You know, the usual hustle and bustle of everyday life! We are excited and
anxious to return to our normal routine but also know that things will not go back to normal
for quite sometime. Please pray for our staff that they are well and will come back to us
when we re-open, for our parents that they enjoy this time with their little ones and for the children that in
the crazy they feel safe and loved.
Jill Sowder
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7
Virtual Small Groups Bible Study
We are receiving some good reports from our discipleship groups. We have 5 Sunday
School classes and 5 other discipleship groups that are able to meet. If you would like to
try a virtual Sunday School class, men’s, or women’s group, please contact the church.
We would be happy to include you in a brand new group too.

Make A Meal Kit Ministry
We are very excited to have forty of our
church and community family come
together to create more than 40 weekly
meal kits for those who need a touch
during this time of social isolation.
A big thank you to Jill Sowder for her
leadership with this ministry.

Church Family Prayer List
You can access our
church family
prayer list from our website:
simpsonvillebaptist.com.
The prayer list will allow you to
post a prayer need and also to
receive a list of those in need
each day after 4pm.

One of our life groups has been serving in Simpsonville. They gave out fifty goody bags to truckers at Pilot. As you can see from
the Facebook post above, they were very well received! Thanks to everyone that helped to provide items for our bags.

Pizza Delivery!

We partnered with JT’s Pizza in Simpsonville to

provide 120 pizzas for the residents of both Meadow Ridge and
Veechdale Apartments. A big thanks to our local fire department for
helping us deliver all the pizzas and to JT’s for giving us a great deal!
It was a real blessing to be on the GIVING end of this ministry.

Thank you for including us in your
Facebook posts!

Meadow Ridge Apartments
We have twenty children that we minister to
regularly from Meadow Ridge Apartments. Each
one of them received an Easter Basket filled with
goodies and an Easter message. A big thank you
to Linda Otterback & SONrise ministry and Chris
Knoth for supplying the stuffed animals.
Did You Know?
Debbie Hembree is one of 6,000 people who are part of a Facebook group that is dedicated to making face masks for nurses. If you are interested in joining the group you
can make masks for nurses or get patterns and tips for making masks for loved ones,
please use this link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/208648183685985.

Blessings Box
We have added an additional Blessings Box at Veechdale Apartments. The box can be filled up with
canned fruits and vegetables, cereals, rice, dried beans, Chef Boyardee-type products etc. The box
will be maintained by a life group with the help of the church. The boxes themselves were made by
carpenters at Shelbyville Christian Church through a grant given to them by
Farmers Feeding Families for Shelby County.
This organization was formed to help meet food insecurities in Shelby County. The
members are farmers who donate portions of their crops to local entities like the Serenity
Center to put good fruits, vegetables and meats into the hands of those that need them most.
Kentucky Harvest delivers over 2 million pounds of donated food
annually to 86 recipient organizations in Louisville and Southern Indiana!
SBC has become one of these organizations. We have been greatly blessed to
have received three shipments of food in the past few weeks. We have been
working to form teams to unload the truck, organize the food, repack the food
and deliver the food. The food boxes have been given to over 200 families in
Meadowridge & Veechdale apartments, the Montclair community, and the
Simpsonville community. Please contact the church office at 722-5246 if you
know a family that is food insecure that could benefit from our partnership
with KY Harvest.
Coronavirus Prayer Needs: You are encouraged to pray at 9pm each night for our President and Governor, Federal/
State Leaders, Local/Community Leaders, County Churches, Healthcare and Emergency service workers, International
and North American Missionaries, County Community Ministry Partners, Vaccine/Cure for Coronavirus.
Our SBC Mission Team, led by Mike Jacobs, started its
Drive and Drop ministry this week. They are collecting
toiletries and cleaning supplies to hand out to community
members in need. The team initially secured enough
donations to provide for seven families with plans to
“Drive and Drop” every other week. If you would like to
support the ministry by purchasing cleaning supplies and
toiletries, please place your donations in the tub located
outside the doors of the FLC. If you prefer to donate with
out shopping, you may send a check the church office and
Mike will purchase the items needed:

Suggested items needed:
Scrubbing Bubbles cleaner, hand soap, bleach, paper
towels, hand lotion, toilet paper, ChapStick, tissues,
cleaning wipes

Sympathy is expressed to:
Nancy Eddington with the recent
loss of her husband, Charlie.
Lorna Robinson with the recent loss
of her husband, Charlie.
Lily Duncan with the recent loss of
her husband, Albert.
The virus has created difficult
circumstances for those losing a
loved one. Please ensure that you
reach out to those suffering loss and
help them to feel your presence and
love.

This winter Bob & Linda Gordon served as lay ministers to Hollywood Estates Mobile
Home Park in Englewood, FL. This is a partial, yet very exciting, ministry report:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The purchase of 3’x5’ plastic tool storage shed.
The purchase of 6 piece DeWalt tool kit, table & hands saws etc.
Assisting in purchasing material & postage costs for making & mailing PPE masks to
medical personnel.
Funding the purchase & distribution of food assistance within the mobile home park.
The purchase & installation of laminated flooring material for 2 separate widows that
needed to remove spoiled carpet in 2 10’x20’ rooms & replace with wood.
Helping family walk thru the last days of life on earth with multiple visits & with bill
paying.
Power washing 5 mobile homes, 1 deck & 6 driveways; various landscaping jobs; Cleaning out gutters. Repair/installation of a new downspout on 1 mobile home; Multiple
caulking jobs & siding repairs; Painting several rooms.

Thank you for supporting Bob & Linda while they served!

Zoom Etiquette
Tips for Meeting Attendees
•

Mute your microphone. To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when you are not
speaking.
• Be mindful of background noise. When your microphone is not muted,
avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers
or speaking to others in the room.
• Position your camera properly. If you choose to use a web camera, be
sure it is in a stable position and focused at eye level, if possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of
engagement with other participants.
• Limit distractions. You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or
minimizing running apps, and muting your smartphone.
• Avoid multi-tasking. You'll retain the discussion better if you refrain from replying to emails or text messages during the meeting and wait to work on that PowerPoint presentation until after the meeting ends.
• Prepare materials in advance. If you will be sharing content during the meeting, make sure you have the
files and/or links ready to go before the meeting begins.
Other suggestions:
• If you can, hold off on eating full meals during your meeting. Imagine how unappealing it would be to
watch someone up close slurping a plate of spaghetti on a big screen. If you can, chow down when your
meeting is over.
• Fully engage in the meeting and look into the camera.
• Wear appropriate clothing
• Be on time.
• Refrain from private behavior – i.e. scratching your armpits, picking your nose.
Consider Your Environment
Your surroundings say a lot about you. Let’s make sure that they say the right things.
• Dirty clothes in a pile, an unmade bed, and so forth give the impression that you’re not a professional to
be trusted with serious work. Clean up and have a simple background (a plain wall, a potted plant, or a
bookshelf works perfectly). Zoom also provides virtual backgrounds to help you disguise even the most
recklessly cluttered environments.
• Lights, camera, action! Note, the first item here is LIGHTS. Position yourself so that most of the light is
coming from in front of you (behind your monitor), instead of behind you. If you have a window behind
you, shut the blinds. Otherwise, you will be backlit.
• Barking dogs and slamming doors are not just annoying in person, they are also annoying via Zoom! Find
a quiet space to meet, shut the door, and mute yourself as necessary.

DID YOU KNOW?
We have had multiple classes begin using ZOOM during this time of social distancing.
Linda Otterback teaches a women’s class on Tuesday mornings and recently added a new
student, Arpana from Nepal! She is a new Believer and attends EKU as a nursing student.
She was disowned by her family due to her conversion from Hinduism. She now has access
to Godly teaching and new friends thanks to the modern miracle of the internet!
We have several groups meeting via ZOOM. Contact the church office if you are

interested in joining one.

Here are the different ways to watch our live streams.

Smart TV
• Boxcast App – Roku, Apple TV, Fire TV (search for Simpsonville Baptist)
• Youtube App – All Smart TV platforms (search for Simpsonville Baptist Church KY)
• Facebook Watch App – Samsung TV (search for Simpsonville Baptist)
• If your Smart TV has a web browser app go to https://simpsonvillebaptist.com
Computer (web browser)
Simpsonville Baptist web site: https://simpsonvillebaptist.com/
Simpsonville Baptist Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SimpsonvilleBaptist/
Simpsonville Baptist Youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTRU5Iw5C8CQq_l-VVC6ttw

SmartPhone
• Facebook App
• Youtube App
• Web browser App (https://simpsonvillebaptist.com/)

Susan Watkins has just completed a “toilet paper deal” in
our front parking lot! Many of you are sharing your needs
with one another and helping each other stayed encouraged.
Thank you for being the church and caring for your
neighbors!

“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic,
love one another, be compassionate and humble.”
1 Peter 3:8

Simpsonville Baptist Church
PO Box 56
Simpsonville KY 40067

